T he late philosopher of science Michael Polanyi, considered one of the greatest minds of the post-modern era, would have appreciated Gary Kielhofner. Polanyi was dismissive of mechanistic approaches to understanding and describing phenomena, and he valued the importance of self-awareness, exploration, and personal reflection in the process through which people come to know their worlds (Grene, 1969; Polanyi, 1964 Polanyi, , 1967 . Polanyi recognized the person as a complex element and participant in his or her relevant community and its culture, and was critical of scientists with strict allegiance to the dogma that only quantitative, objective approaches to knowing can be valid.
These views align closely with Kielhofner's life work on a Model of Human Occupation (MOHO), which began while he was studying for a Master's Degree in Occupational Therapy at the University of Southern California (USC). Dr. Kielhofner drew from his undergraduate degree in psychology at St. Louis University to elaborate the many factors that influence people as doers, emphasizing a person's motivations, experiences, and the characteristics of the environment in shaping behavior. Overall, the model he and his colleagues first published in a four-part series in 1980 (Kielhofner, 1980a (Kielhofner, , 1980b Kielhofner, Burke, & Heard, 1980) sought to capture the complexities of human agency, drawing heavily from the behavioral and social sciences to explain motivation and choice while also emphasizing the importance of a person's capacity for creating meaning through doing. Dr. Kielhofner reemphasized the assertions of early theorists, such as Adolf Meyer and Eleanor Clarke Slagle, that patterns and tendencies that typify how people use their time provides a window into their overall level of adaptation. The Model of Human Occupation he proposed in 1980 was consistent with the themes of other papers coming from USC during that era (e.g., Burke, 1977; Heard, 1977; Kielhofner, 1977; Shannon, 1977 ). Kielhofner's work emphasized occupational therapy's founding ideas and principles and was critical of practices in occupational therapy that seemed to emulate medicine's more reductionistic or mechanistic approaches (Kielhofner, 1980a (Kielhofner, , 1980b ). Kielhofner's model also embraced, and continues to embrace, systems thinking (Kielhofner, 1978) as necessary for capturing the complexity and holism of the model's person-centered, occupation-based focus. As such, the person variables of volition, habituation, and performance capacity are in constant interaction with the physical and social environments as a person anticipates, selects, experiences, and interprets occupations and activities (Kielhofner, 2008) .
It is probable that Dr. Kielhofner's rural upbringing in southeastern Missouri helped shape his appreciation for people and the limitations of strictly objective explanations of the world. As everyone knows, despite its earnest attempts to use scientific principles to understand and predict the weather, meteorology is at best imprecise. People in rural communities learn to respect the caprice of nature, the importance of community, and the fundamental value of doing (so necessary for survival in farming) as realities of everyday life. Growing up in Missouri, Dr. Kielhofner attended the St. Ambrose parish school and, in seeking explanations for the dimensions of life that defy explanation, he entered the seminary following graduation. It is reported that the activity limitations he observed in his grandmother following her leg amputation was a significant influence on his interest in occupational therapy and in explaining his fascination with disability and the factors that influence engagement in life activities.
Following completion of a Doctor of Public Health degree at UCLA in 1978, Dr. Kielhofner accepted a faculty appointment at Virginia Commonwealth University, later moving to Boston University for a brief period. In 1986, he accepted a position as Chair of the Department of Occupational Therapy at the University of Illinois at Chicago (UIC), a position he held for 20 years. After stepping down as chair, he remained on faculty at UIC until his death on September 2, 2010, following a brief illness.
During his years at UIC, Dr. Kielhofner continued his work on the Model of Human Occupation (Kielhofner, 2008) , encouraging his students and associates to help him validate factors and relationships asserted in the model and apply them in practice. Throughout this time, he also sought to collect and disseminate research on the model through establishment of the MOHO Clearinghouse, which continues at UIC today. The growing visibility of MOHO during these years, through publications about the model and Dr. Kielhofner's frequent lectures throughout North America, South America, Europe, Asia, the Middle East, and beyond, attracted several notable scholars to faculty positions at UIC. Many contributed importantly to different aspects of the model, and some emigrated to other settings or established independent lines of research (e.g., Melton et al., 2008; Taylor et al., 2003) .
UIC was a favorable environment for contemplating application of the MOHO practice model because of its history as one of the first occupational therapy educational programs organized intentionally to integrate academic and clinical activities. This organizational scheme, known as the "Illinois Plan," was first devised by Beatrice Wade and further developed by her successor Barbara Loomis. It provided the ideal backdrop for addressing what Dr. Kielhofner and others saw as a growing divide between theory and practice in the United States. Only through applying the concepts in practice, Dr. Kielhofner surmised, would the Model of Human Occupation gain the endorsement of practitioners and result in real benefit to those needing occupational therapy intervention. A concerted effort was thus made to assist in applying the model through assessments that could help guide clinical reasoning and measure and document outcomes. These initiatives occurred under a rubric called the scholarship of practice (Kielhofner, 2005) .
During the 1980s and later, Dr. Kielhofner was a frequent participant and volunteer in his support of programs and activities of the American Occupational Therapy Foundation to encourage research and develop research capacity within the field. One such AOTF initiative was an ambitious effort to fund research centers in the field. Dr. Kielhofner responded to a Request for Proposals by the American Occupational Therapy Foundation to create a Center on Outcomes Research and Education (CORE) at UIC.
Through multi-year funding of this center by AOTF and the American Occupational Therapy Association, Dr. Kielhofner supported and mentored doctoral-level scholars through a unique fellowship experience. This experience involved inviting senior scholars to lecture in critical areas of research theory and methodology, provide systematic mentoring in preparing grant proposals and other professional papers, and serve on mock NIH grant review panels. The emerging scholars who were recipients of this mentoring ended up generating more than 15 million dollars in research funding aimed at examining practice outcomes. Their success was, in large part, a result of their participation in this uniquely supportive and challenging educational experience.
In the 1990s, Dr. Kielhofner was invited to Sweden to lecture and later consult in the academic development of a graduate program at the Karolinska Institute in Stockholm. He accepted an adjunct appointment on the medical faculty there and played an instrumental role in building advanced education and research within the academic community of occupational therapy in Sweden. For this work, he received an honorary doctor of medicine degree from Linköping University, the leading Swedish university for medicine, engineering, and computer science.
Dr. Kielhofner's work also had a significant influence on occupational therapy practice in the United Kingdom, where he worked with leaders to replicate a European version of the successful outcomes center he had established at UIC (Forsyth, SummerfieldMann, & Kielhofner, 2005) . His work in the United Kingdom led to the development of what is now known as the United Kingdom Center for Outcomes Research and Education (UK CORE). This center, headed by Dr. Kirsty Forsyth, is a nucleus of excellence in training practitioners in the use of MOHO and in evaluating its outcomes.
Dr. Kielhofner was a charter member of the American Occupational Therapy Foundation's Academy of Research, a prestigious distinction given only to the most outstanding scientists in the profession. In total, he published more than 140 peer-reviewed journal articles, 20 books, and 21 assessments in the field of occupational therapy. He earned three honorary doctorates from top universities within the United States and Europe (i.e., University of the Health Sciences in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, Queen Margaret University in Scotland, and University of Linköping, Sweden). In addition to numerous other awards of distinction; in 2006, Dr. Kielhofner received the prestigious University Professor award from UIC and in 2009 he received the UIC College of Applied Health Sciences Professor of the Year Award. Additionally, Dr. Kielhofner had uninterrupted grant funding that spanned a 26-year period from the time he joined the department of Occupational Therapy at UIC until the day he died. His achievements and contributions to the field of occupational therapy were unprecedented.
In 2006, Kielhofner married Dr. Renee Taylor, a clinical psychologist and Professor at UIC. Together they focused on building examples of evidencebased, occupation-focused, and client-centered approaches in occupational therapy. They traveled together frequently, disseminating their work nationally and internationally.
In January 2010, Dr. Kielhofner realized an important goal through organizing the first International MOHO Research Symposium at UIC. This symposium attracted scientists from many countries and provided a forum for dissemination and discussion of research based on the model. Several of his former graduate students presented at or participated in the Symposium.
Although his accomplishments and influence on the field of occupational therapy were extraordinary, Dr. Kielhofner retained his humility and kindness, and made time to mentor students. He loved the beauty of nature and appreciated the creative arts. Gary Kielhofner was himself a creator, whether developing theoretical models, building houses, or creating wood carvings and other objects. He lived his model and instilled its philosophy in others as well.
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